
BELARUS ACTION  16
th

DECEMBER 2010 : 

GIVE A VOICE TO DEMOCRACY !



Free Belarus Action 2010: why? 

MORE THAN 100 CITIES  PARTICIPATED ON THE NIGHT 
OF 16TH DECEMBER 2010 AT THE BIG STREET ACTION  

TO DEMAND DEMOCRACY IN BELARUS!

For the 6th time already, JEF organised its annual
Free Belarus action. For the past five years, the action
took place on the night of 18th March, the anniversary
of the disputed presidential elections in Belarus in
2006. This year JEF Europe decided to organise,
besides the 18th March action, a second one on -16th
December, on the eve of the Belarusian presidential
elections of 19th December, which were heavily
criticised for their undemocratic preparation and
conduct !

Violent victories are for losers - JEF supports the 
protesters in Belarus

In the wake of the presidential elections in
Belarus, the Young European Federalists (JEF-Europe)
condemned the unfair and unfree elections and the
violent and undemocratic treatment of the opposition,
protesters and the independent media by the state
forces.

EU condemns Belarus' crackdown, U.S. describes 
Lukashenko's reelection as illegal

Philippe Adriaenssens, JEF president
“Many of the detainees were not given any water or food
and their relatives were refused information as to their
whereabouts and their court proceedings. In addition,
the authorities have opened a criminal case on mass
disorder and the night policy raided the offices of
opposition candidates and human rights organisations
such as “Viasna” (which had conducted local election
observation) to arrest people, conduct searches and
confiscate computer equipment and archives. Journalists
were reported to have been beaten during the night.”

OSCE final report on Belarus elections
“During the course of election day and night,
OSCE/ODIHR EOM received credible reports on an
increasing number of detentions and arrests throughout
the country. Some 400 people, were detained on
different charges across the country, among them
candidates, activists, journalists and civil society
representatives. Some presidential candidates were
beaten up and the whereabouts of some are unknown.”



Communicate the Action

The ‘Action Pack’

The Action Pack is a complete presentation of the Free Belarus 

Action which explains well before the date of the  Action the steps to 

be made in order to organize a successful street action. It contains 

the associate political messages and a presentation 

of its five years long  “history”. 

The Action Pack was sent to all partners, patrons, JEF sections and 

several individual supporters. It was available on www.jef.eu.

jef.eu page created for the action

(online registration)



Communicate the Action

Press Releases 

•Translated into Belarusian and Russian (German/ French)

• Sent to all JEF sections and organizations/individuals partners 

• Sent to all press institutions from JEF data base

• Available on www.jef.eu

1st PR action oriented issued on 8th December 2010
“Why, when, how, who?”

2nd PR political message issued on 14th December 2010
“EU should act to support democracy and the European 

development of Belarus”

3rd PR before the election issued on 17th December 2010
“JEF has mobilised young people in the whole world with a 

common message: We care about human rights”

4th PR after elections issued on 21th December 2010
“A stable, democratic regime does not suppress the voice of the 

people and does not use violence.”



Communicate the  Action

Facebook page

More than 1000 persons were 

Informed on Facebook about the 

political message and steps of the action.

Facebook picture

Working Group Communication created a 

special tool to create personalised Facebook 

profile pictures promoting the action.

Twitter account 

@freebelarusjef

#freebelarus



Partner organizations 

Partners:

The Norwegian 

Children and 

Youth Council

Amnesty International 

Switzerland 

Dwars Eindhoven , GroenLinkse 

jonger en – Nederlands 
Liberal Alliance (Fileleftheri

Symmahia) – Greece, Italy 



Patrons:

External Support

Catherine 

SOULLIE 

MEP

European 

People’s Party

(France)

Christofer

FJELLNER 

MEP

European 

People’s Party

(Sweden)

Elisabeth 

SCHROEDTER 

MEP

Greens - EFA

(Germany)

Jacek

PROTASIEWICZM

MEP

Chair of the 

Delegation for 

relations with the 

Belarus

(Poland)



External SupportPartnership

An online petition addressed to the acting Belarusian 

President , Alexander Lukashenka, was published with 

the support of JEF Europe. 

This petition was a joint initiative of Amnesty International, 

Libereco – Partnership for Human Rights, Östgruppen –

Swedish Initiative for Democracy and Human Rights, 

Belarus Watch, People in Need, Association Human Rights 

in Belarus and Free Belarus Initiative.

“Extract”:
Dear Mr. President
We, the undersigned, urge you to ensure that Belarus fulfils its human rights 
obligations, in particular, with the implementation of the following 
recommendations:
- to declare an immediate moratorium on executions and to abolish the death 
penalty……



External SupportOnline activism 

A thematic week was launched on 
thenewfederalist.eu  in order to draw attention to 

Belarus situation. 
The following articles were published: 

thenewfederalist/ English version- 12 articles 
Eurobull/ Italian version – 11 articles
Treffpunkt Europa/German version – 9 articles 

Articles written from a range of perspectives and 
individuals / organisations including:

• JEF Members
•The European Youth Forum
•Human rights organisations
•A young Belarusian
•The Executive Bureau of JEF Europe 



External SupportMedia coverage

Belarus Action 2010 was supported by many

individuals and press organizations. 

According to the “Media monitoring  report”  

available on jef.eu 

the main results are the following: 

Number of news coverages:

by language 

24 news coverages in 
Russian 

12 news coverages in 
Belarusian

3 news coverages in 
English 

by country 

Belarus – around 20 coverages

Russia – around 13 coverages 

World – 3 coverages 

Ukrainian – 2 coverages

Germany – 2 coverage

Switzerland – 1 coverage  





Street action through pictures 



Street action through pictures 



The winners pictures 

The most courageous picture

Minsk/ Belarus  

The best picture

Turin/Italy 

The most creative picture

Freiburg/Germany 



“A stable, democratic regime does not suppress the voice
of the people and does not use violence. Democracy does
not end when the polls close – and there was no
democracy in how last night's protests were crushed. We
demand immediate release of the detainees with no
charges pressed against them, and new elections in
accordance with OSCE standards, before, during, and
after the election process. Only then can we talk of a
democratic winner and a representative of the people”

“We urge the EU to join JEF in following closely the fate of
the detainees and to use both its political and economic
leverage to guarantee safety for Belarusian Citizens. Their
problems are the problems of all Europeans."

JEF  POSITION 



External SupportGive a voice to democracy! 

Thanks for your time, effort, 
dedication and attention!

www.jef.eu
JEF Flickr account for more pictures  

Daniela Vidaicu 
Action Co-ordinator /Executive Bureau of JEF-Europe


